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Annual  Sanitary  Report  for  the  year  igry 


The  PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER  OF  THE 
DISTRICT,  and  the  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  OCCUPATIONS  of 
the  inhabitants,  have  not  changed  in  any  way,  except  that  the 
whole  neighbourhood  is  practically  denuded  of  eligible  men  of 
military  age,  and  the  new  Compulson  Act  will  not  have  much 
effect  here,  as  nearly  all  the  men  of  military  age  presented  them- 
selves for  examination  under  the  Derby  Scheme,  and  the  work  of 
this,  chiefly  agricultural,  district  is  almost  entirely  carried  on  by 
elderly  and  even  aged  men,  boys,  and  those  physically  unfit  for 
military  service  ; and  even  then  the  shortage  of  labour  is  very 
general. 


AREA  AND  POPULATION. 

The  area,  approximately  29,300  acres,  remains  the  same,  but  the 
population  has  been  adjusted  owing  to  the  absence  of  men  of 
military  age,  who  have  joined  the  colours,  and  now  appears  to  be 
6,142  souls,  as  against  6,445  souls  since  the  1911  census.  The 
population  was  given  as  6,130  souls  prior  to  1911,  12  less  than 
what  it  is  now. 

The  Birth-rate  is  8 less  than  in  1914,  viz.,  iro  as  against  118, 
and  122  in  1913;  this  is  probably  caused,  chiefly,  by  the  absence 
of  men  with  the  colours,  and  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  the 
real  birth-rate  has  fallen  to  this  alarming  extent. 

The  Death-rate  is  9 more  than  in  1914,  83  as  against  72;  the 
Infant  Mortality  under  1 year  was  11  in  1915,  as  against  14  in 
1914,  and  6 in  1913  ; so  that,  although  we  still  notice  an  increased 
Infant  Mortality  as  in  1914,  yet  the  death-rate  is  actually  much 
. more  unfavourable  in  the  whole  population  than  it  has  been  for 
some  years,  and  I consider  that  the  increased  stress  and  strain 
under  which  we  have  all  lived,  owing  to  the  terrible  war,  has  had 
a good  deal  to  do  with  the  higher  death-rate. 

There  is  no  overcrowding  reported  during  the  past  year,  as 
against  8 cases  in  1914  and  20  in  1913,  so  that  there  is  a very 
marked  improvement  in  this  respect. 

The  average  inhabitants  per  house  probably  remains  about  the 
same,  viz.,  4,  and  only  two  new  houses  have  been  built,  as  against 
11  in  1914  and  14  in  1913. 

There  is  no  scarcity  of  houses  to  report  in  any  part  of  the 
district. 
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BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH-RATE. 

During  the  year  1915  there  have  been  registered  no  Births , all 
occurring  actually  in  the  area,  8 less  than  in  1914  and  12  less  than 
in  1913.  56  were  males,  54  were  females,  a very  slight  excess  of 

males,  which  is  contrary  to  the  usual  rule  in  this  district,  and 
rather  bears  out  the  saying  that  during  a war  there  are  more  boy 
babies  born  than  girls. 

This  Birth-rate,  which  amounts  to  i8'07  per  1,000,  cannot  be 
compared  to  that  for  1914  (viz.,  1 8 '3 ) , as  the  adjusted  population 
shows  a decrease  of  303  souls,  so  that  the  statistics  for  the  two 
years  are  thrown  out ; if  the  estimated  population  had  remained  at 
6445  souls,  the  birth-rate  would  have  been  i7’o6,  which  would 
have  been  a terrible  drop.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  what  the 
birth-rate  for  the  present  year  will  be,  with  the  still  further  drain 
on  the  manhood  of  the  district. 

6 of  the  Births  were  illegitimate,  as  compared  with  7 in  1914, 
ii  in  1913,6111  1912,  18111  1911,  and  10  in  1910.  The  illegitimate 
Birth-rate  seems  to  have  a falling  tendency.  Two  of  these 
illegitimate  births  were  males  and  4 females. 

DEATHS  AND  DEATH-RATE. 

During  the  year  1915.  85  Deaths  from  all  causes  were  registered 
as  belonging  to  che  district,  4 being  Inward  Transfers.  There 
were  2 Outward  Transfers.  The  total  for  1914  was  80,  with 
8 Inward  Transfers  ; lor  1913  it  was  78,  with  8 Inward  and 

1 Outward  Transfers;  and  for  1912,  71,  with  8 Inward  and  1 
Outward  Transfers. 

This  shows  a Death-rate  of  13*8  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
which  is  estimated  at  6, 142  souls,  and  is  1*5  higher  than  111  1914, 
although  the  rate  can  hardly  be  compared  with  the  year  before,  as 
the  estimated  population  is  303  less  than  in  1914.  This  year  we 
notice  a lower  Birth-rate  and  a higher  Death-rate,  which  is  an 
unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs.  There  were  two  deaths  due  to 
Enteritis , one  in  an  infant  1 1 months  old,  and  the  other  in  an 
infant  19  days  old.  There  was  not  much  Diarrhoea  during  the 
year.  42  ol  the  Deaths  occurred  in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and 
43  in  the  second  half  ; so  that,  although  contrary  to  the  general 
rule,  the  second  half  exceeds  the  first  half,  yet  the  two  half  years 
are  more  nearly  equal  than  is  usuall}^  the  case.  July  shows 

2 deaths  ; June,  4 deaths;  April,  May  and  December,  5 deaths 
each  ; August,  6 deaths  ; October,  7 deaths  ; February,  8 deaths  ; 
March  and  September,  9 deaths;  January,  11  deaths;  and 
November,  14  deaths.  The  middle  third  of  the  year  (May,  June, 
July  and  August)  is  by  far  the  healthiest,  showing  only  17  deaths 
out  of  the  85  for  the  year.  The  first  third  of  the  year  shows  33 
deaths,  and  the  last  third  35  deaths. 

There  were  two  uncertified  deaths,  both  in  infants,  one  1 day 
and  the  other  17  days  old,  and  due  to  Congenital  Weakness  of 
Heart  in  one  case,  and  Lungs  in  the  other. 
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COMMENTS  ON  THE  DEATH-RATE. 

Of  the  85  Deaths,  46  were  males,  39  females.  34?  were  Jo  years 
or  over  that  age  (20  males,  14  females),  14  being  80  years  or  over 
(8  males,  6 females),  3 being  over  go  years  (2  males  and  1 female). 
The  34  over  70  years  of  age  averaged  78*8  years  each ; the  20 
males  averaged  78*9  years  each,  and  the  14  females  79' 1 years 
each.  All  the  averages  are  lower  than  last  year,  but  the  total 
number  of  deaths  above  70  years  is  much  higher  (34  as  against  26), 
and  this  brings  down  the  average.  Once  more  the  average  age  of 
the  females  exceeds  that  of  the  males. 

14  were  between  60  and  70  years  of  age  (6  males,  8 females). 

9 were  between  50  and  60 years  of  age  (all  males). 

5 were  between  40  and  $0 years  of  age  (4  males,  1 female). 

2 were  between  30  and  40  years  of  age  (both  females). 

5 were  between  20  and  30  years  of  age  (1  male,  4 females). 

3 were  between  10  and  20 years  of  age  (2  males,  1 female). 

2 were  between  5 avid  10  years  of  age  (both  females). 

There  were  no  deaths  between  1 and  5 years  of  age. 

The  mortality  below  1 year  of  age  was  11  (4  males,  7 females). 

45  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  were  at  the  two  extremes  of 
life,  i.e.,  above  70  and  below  1 year  of  age;  and  59  of  the  total  of 
85  deaths  were  above  60  years  and  below  1 year  of  age,  leaving  26 
deaths  to  be  distributed  over  the  intervening  59  years,  as  shown 
above.  This  number  for  the  intervening  59  years  is  3 less  than  in 
1914.  The  number  who  lived  to  be  over  70  years  of  age  was  8 
more  than  in  1914,  and  3 less  than  in  1913;  and  the  mortality 
between  50  and  70  years  of  age  was  23,  as  against  18  in  1914  and 
14  in  1913.  The  mortality  between  40  and  50  years  of  age  was  5, 
as  against  9 in  1914  and  8 in  1913.  The  increase  in  the  death-rate 
occurred  amongst  the  oldest  section  of  the  community,  as  there 
were  only  5 deaths  between  20  years  and  1 year  of  age,  as 
compared  with  8 in  1914. 

Infantile  Death-rate. — The  rate  per  1,000  of  the  Births  is  9 8'2, 
as  compared  with  u8’6  in  1914,  49'!  in  1913,  and  40^9  in  1912. 

1 consider  that  the  infantile  death-rate  is  still  affected  by  the 
terrible  times  through  which  we  are  passing,  as  I believe  the  foetal 
liie  of  the  infant  is  often  seriously  affected  by  the  influence  on  the 
mother  of  constant  tidings  of  battle  and  disaster.  One  death  is  due 
to  P remature  Birth,  as  against  6 in  1914;  1 to  Congenital  Mal- 
formation, as  against  3 in  1914;  and  2 to  Marasmus  in  twins, 

2 to  P neumonia,  2 to  Enteritis,  1 to  Atelectasis  Pulmonum, 

1 to  Acute  Nephritis. 

Zymotic  Death-rate . — There  are  only  2 deaths  under  this  head, 
both  due  to  Diphtheria,  in  different  houses,  both  girls,  one  6 and 
the  other  7 years  of  age. 
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Influenzal  Death-rate . — One  death  is  recorded  under  this  head, 
in  an  elderly  woman  of  74  years  of  age. 

Cancer  Death-rate . — Three  deaths  are  recorded,  as  against  8 in 
1914,  10  in  1913,  7 in  1912,  and  8 in  1911.  This  number  is  far 
below  the  average  for  the  past  few  years,  which  has  been  about 
8*2.  The  deaths  were  due  : i to  Cancer  of  the  Rectum,  1 Cancer 
of  the  Eye , and  1 Secondary  Cancer  of  the  Chest  (Mediastinum) , 
about  a year  after  amputation  of  the  breast. 

Tuberculous  Death-rate. — 6 deaths  are  recorded  for  1915,  being 
1 less  than  in  1914  and  1913.  5 were  due  to  Pulmonary  Phthisis, 

the  same  as  in  1914,  and  1 was  due  to  Tubercle  of  the  Spine, 
complicated  by  the  disease  in  fhe  lungs  also.  The  death-rate  for 
this  group  of  disease  is  lower  than  it  has  been  for  three  years, 
which  is  very  satisfactory,  and  proves  that  the  disease  is,  if  any- 
thing, less  common  than  it  has  been  in  this  district.  I have 
certainly  noticed  for  some  years  that  Tubercular  diseases  have 
been  less  frequent  than  they  used  to  be  some  20  years  ago,  and  I 
think  it  is  a cause  for  gratification.  The  notifications  of  all 
Tubercular  diseases,  which  are,  I believe,  correctly  sent  in  by 
medical  men  practising  in  the  district,  continue  to  be  very  few, 
only  9 being  received  by  me  during  the  whole  year,  and  this,  I also 
consider  to  be  most  satisfactory. 

I cannot  say  that  I consider  the  Sanatorium  Treatment  very 
successful,  as,  up  to  the  present,  nearly  all  the  cases  I can 
remember  being  sent  to  such  institutions  have  died  within  the 
year  of  their  discharge  ; and  I doubt  if,  in  many  cases,  the  gain 
justifies  the  tremendous  expense  incurred. 

As  before,  Fresh  Air  Treatment,  and  Disinfection  of  premises 
inhabited  by  Phthisical  patients,  have  been  enforced,  both  by 
myself  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Other  Respiratory  Disorders. — The  number  of  deaths  under 
this  head  is  very  heavy  for  the  year  1915,  being  18,  as  against  9 
for  1914  and  6 for  1913,  and  includes  12  deaths  from  all  forms  of 
Bronchitis , and  6 deaths  from  all  forms  of  Pneumonia.  It  is 
difficult  to  ascribe  any  cause  for  this  great  increase  in  the 
Respiratory  Death-rate,  unless  it  be  the  excessive  rain  and  floods 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  but  the  deaths  seem  to  have  occurred 
more  or  less  throughout  the  whole  year. 

Heart  Disease. — 19  deaths  are  recorded,  including  all  forms  of 
Heart  Disease,  the  majority  being  Mitral,  as  against  10  deaths 
for  1914  and  16  for  1913. 

Hence  we  see  that  42  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  for  the  year 
1915  are  due  to  Thoracic  Disease,  viz.,  Heart  Disease,  19  ; Bron- 
chitis, etc.,  18;  Pulmonary  Phthisis,  5;  which  is  a very  heavy 
figure  indeed. 
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Violent  Deaths . — 6 cases  of  Accident  or  Violent  Death  are 
recorded.  2 were  due  to  Drowning ; i due  to  Dislocated  Neck, 
from  falling  out  of  a cart ; 2 due  to  a Boiler  Explosion  at  Eyeworth 
Powder  Mills  (these  two  deaths  are  “ Outgoing  Transfers,”  as  the 
men  lived  in  another  sanitary  area)  ; and  i due  to  Excessive 
Haemorrhaoe  from  a Gastric  Ulcer. 

o 

One  death  was  due  to  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis , in  an 
inhabitant  of  this  district,  who  was  working  on  Salisbury  Plain, 
consequently  his  death  is  an  11  Incoming  Transfer,”  as  he  did  not 
die  in  the  district. 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

This  is  very  nearly  the  same  as  in  1914,  a total  of  34  cases  of 
Notifiable  Disease,  as  compared  with  35  in  1915.  This  does  not 
include  Phthisis.  11  of  the  cases  are  returned  as  Diphtheria , 8 of 
Scarlet  Fever,  8 of  Erysipelas , 1 of  Enteric  Fever,  1 of 

Continued  Fever,  and  5 of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorium. 

9 of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  Fordingbridge  area,  8 in  Breamore, 
7 in  Woodgreen  and  Ashley  Walk  area,  6 in  Martin,  and  4 in 
Rockbourne. 

Diphtheria. — Three  of  the  1 1 cases  occurred  in  one  family  at 
the  same  time,  at  Breamore  ; all  were  mild  and  recovered,  and  no 
special  cause  was  discovered.  Two  other  cases  occurred  in  a 
house  at  Burgate,  and  one  had  a fatal  termination.  On  investiga- 

o ' ....  o 

tion,  I found  that  the  father  had  died  of  Diphtheria  at  Blandford 
some  twTo  months  before.  Some  bedding,  etc.,  had  been  brought 
here  and  had  not  been  opened  until  a few  days  before  the  two 
cases  occurred.  I wrote  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and 
found  that  the  premises  were  thoroughly  disinfected  after  the 
father’s  death,  but  as  the  clothing,  etc.,  was  not  treated  by 
sterilisation,  and  only  by  means  of  disinfection  in  the  room,  so  far 
as  I can  gather,  doubtless  the  germs  were  still  active,  and  at  once 
attacked  the  two  children  when  I he  bundles  were  opened.  By  my 
advice,  the  whole  of  the  stuff  contents  of  the  cottage  were 
thoroughly  sterilised  at  Salisbury  after  the  child's  death.  There 
was  one  other  fatal  case  which  occurred  in  a house  in  Fording- 
bridge,  but  fortunately  the  disease  did  not  spread,  and  many  of  the 
family  were  treated  with  Anti-toxin  as  a safeguard.  All  the  other 
cases  were  isolated  ones,  nad  made  good  recoveries. 

Isolation  and  Disinfection  were  systematically  carried  out  in  all 
the  cases. 

Scarlet  Fever. — This  disease  occurred  in  an  epidemic  form  at 
Martin  early  in  the  year.  I visited  the  village  and  thoroughly 
investigated  all  the  suspected  cases,  six  in  number,  and  gave  full 
directions  as  to  isolation  and  disinfection,  and  the  disease  dis- 
appeared shortly  afterwards.  Two  other  cases  occurred  in  Rock- 
bourne,  and  this  outbreak  originated  through  a soldier  coming 
home  who  had  had  the  disease  in  camp,  and  was  evidently  still 
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infectious  when  he  came  home.  The  other  case  occurred  in  a boy 
who  had  associated  with  the  first  case.  All  the  cases  made  good 
recoveries,  and  all  infected  houses  were  thoroughly  disinfected  at 
the  close  of  the  case. 

Erysipelas. — Most  of  the  cases  were  mild  and  all  were  isolated, 
but  two  of  them  were  of  a very  acute  form.  All  made  recoveries 
from  the  disease,  although  two  of  the  cases  occurred  in  advanced 
Heart  Disease  and  Anasarca,  and  these  proved  fatal. 

Enteric  Eever. — This  case  occurred  in  a gipsy  who  had  been 
hop-picking  at  Alton,  and  had  then  come  into  the  Downton 
district,  where  he  was  ill  and  medically  attended.  As  soon  as  he 
came  into  my  district,  he  was  brought  to  my  surgery  with  pains  in 
the  stomach.  Next  day  1 was  sent  for,  and  found  him  in  a dis- 
tinctly “Abdominal”  state,  and  I suspected  some  surgical 
condition,  so  sent  him  into  Salisbury  Infirmary.  In  two  or  three 
days  they  there  found  him  suffering  from  Enteric,  and  had  him 
sent  to  the  Salisbury  Isolation  Hospital,  and  they  sent  the  bill  to 
the  Fordingbridge  Guardians,  who  paid  it  after  protest,  and  it 
certainly  seemed  unfair  that  this  district  should  be  wholly  charge- 
able, seeing  that  the  gipsy  was  only  a bird  of  passage. 

I had  the  whole  camp  moved  away  from  the  district  at  once, 
after  being  notified  that  the  case  was  Enteric,  as  there  were 
numerous  surface  wells  round  there,  and  I was  afraid  of  the  water 
being  contaminated  and  the  disease  spreading  amongst  the  regular 
inhabitants. 

Continued  Fever. — The  case  recorded  began  with  Pneumonia, 
and  went  on  into  General  Septicaemia.  The  disease  was  compli- 
cated by  abortion,  although  there  was  a total  absence  of  puerperal 
complication.  The  patient  was  moved  into  the  Nursing  Home, 
where  she  died,  but  was  admitted,  or  rather  brought  down,  without 
any  particulars  as  to  what  was  the  matter  with  her. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium. — Five  cases  are  notified,  but  four  of 
them  occurred  in  the  practice  of  a certified  midwife,  who  seemed 
to  have  rather  a weakness  for  the  disease.  At  any  rate,  I intimated 
that  I suspected  that  the  cases  were  not  all  genuine,  and  that  I 
should  be  much  obliged  if  she  were  to  be  quite  certain  of  her 
diagnosis,  and  the  cases  ceased  very  shortly  alterwards,  all  having 
occurred  within  two  months.  None  occurred  in  any  other  mid- 
wife’s practice,  so  that  either  my  surmise  was  correct,  or  she  was 
infected  and  so  infected  all  these  children. 

Phthisis. — 9 cases  of  Tubercular  disease  in  all  were  reported  to 
me  during  the  year,  2 of  which  were  Tubercular  Glands  of  the 
Neck,  and  7 were  Phthisis  (one  was  reported  twice,  once  from  the 
County  Asylum  and  once  locally).  One  case  of  apparent  Phthisis 
proved  to  be  pregnancy,  with  a total  cessation  of  symptoms  after 
the  birth  of  the  child. 

6 fatal  cases  occurred,  some  of  them  being  reported  during  1914. 
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GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  SANITARY  CONDITION 

OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Vaccination. — There  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the  number 
of  cases  in  which  I have  performed  the  operation,  as  Public 
Vaccinator  to  the  No.  2 District,  viz.,  16  cases  as  against  12 
for  1914. 

Milk  Supply. — The  district  is  in  a very  much  more  satisfactory 
state  in  this  respect,  owing  to  the  spring  and  autumn  inspection  of 
cow-sheds  and  dairies. 

Three  samples  of  New  Milk  were  taken  for  analysis,  and  one 
was  found  to  be  adulterated.  Prosecution  before  the  Magisterial 
Bench,  with  conviction  and  fine,  followed. 

Food  Supply . — The  slaughter  and  bake-houses  have  been 
periodically  inspected  and  reported  on,  as  usual,  and  have  been 
found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  state. 

Some  samples  of  Food  were  taken  for  analysis,  and  as  a rule 
were  found  to  be  genuine,  although  one  sample  of  Butter  was 
adulterated. 

Water  Supply. — This  continues  good.  Five  samples  were 
taken  for  analysis,  and,  with  one  exception,  were  of  a satisfactory 
character. 

Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams. — This  has  been,  so  far,  satis- 
factory, although  the  weeds  in  the  river  were  not  attended  to  so 
well  as  in  former  years,  owing  to  absence  of  boating,  etc.,  due  to 
the  war.  I noticed  that  the  practice  of  throwing  paper  and  other 
refuse  into  the  river  seemed  to  be  somewhat  on  the  increase  last 
summer,  and  is  certainly  a very  disgusting  habit. 

Drainage , Sewage  Disposal,  Privy  and  Closet  Accommodation, 
and  Refuse  Removal. — These  details  are  working  smoothly  and 
very  satisfactorily. 

Housing  Accommodation. — There  is  no  scarcity  of  houses  any- 
where, and  only  two  new  cottages  were  erected  during  1915,  the 
building  trade  being  almost  totally  in  abeyance,  owing  to  the  war 
and  the  consequent  shortage  of  labour  and  high  price  of  many 
building  materials. 

Schools  have  been  periodically  inspected  throughout  the  district, 
as  usual. 

The  greatest  trouble  connected  with  schools  has  been  the 
constant  presence  of  Ringworm,  and  the  impossibility  of  getting 
rid  of  it  without  the  Xray  treatment.  This  is  still  very  expensive, 
and  quite  out  of  reach  ot  the  bulk  of  the  children  affected,  and  I 
think  if  some  of  the  money  spent,  and,  in  my  opinion,  wasted  over 
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Tuberculosis  and  Sanatorium  Treatment,  were  spent  in  this 
absolutely  sure  cure  of  a disease,  which  affects  children’s  health 
and  education  so  injuriously,  it  would  be  a very  great  boon  to  the 
community  at  large. 

Factory  avid  Workshop  Act. — 7'his  has  been  carried  out  as 
usual,  although  it  applies  comparatively  little  to  this  district. 
I have  not  had  any  table  sent  me  to  fill  up  this  year. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  SUMMARY  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

The  work  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  has  proceeded  smoothly 
and  satisfactorily,  as  usual.  I fear  that  the  record  will  not  be  so 
good  during  the  present  oear,  if  my  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  R.  M. 
Smith,  has  to  join  the  colours. 

The  weekly  returns  of  Notifiable  Diseases  have  been  regularly 
sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  Hants  County 
Council. 

The  onlyjcase  of  Cerebro-spinal  Fever,  having  any  connection 
with  this,  was  a fatal  case  occurring  in  a young  man  working  on 
Salisbury  Plain,  who  died  on  the  Plain.  I had  a very  suspicious 
case,  which  was  rapidly  fatal,  in  a neighbouring  sanitary  area. 

During  the  spring  of  1915,  some  parts  of  the  district  had  wide- 
spread epidemics  of  Measles,  necessitating  the  closure  of  the 
schools  for  a time,  but  no  fatal  cases  occurred. 

Once  more  I am  late  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report,  owing  to 
the  excessive  illness,  and  generally  increased  strain  and  worry 
caused  by  the  unsettled  state  of  affairs  in  general.  At  the  time  of 
closing  this  Report,  the  district  has  just  been  visited  by  a severe 
epidemic  of  Influenza,  but  otherwise  it  seems  to  be  in  a healthy 
state,  and  the  death-rate  for  the  first  four  months  of  the  year  is 
satisfactory. 

HERBERT  V.  RAKE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Fording  bridge  Rural 

District  Council. 


May  nth,  iqi6. 
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